
Project Narrative 

In the Spring semester of Mr. Alex Campbell’s sociology class at Elizabethton High School in Elizabethton, TN, 
the students became excited about the possibility of investigated a little-known series of killings in and around 
their home state. These deaths are often referred to as the Redhead Murders. They decided to learn about all 
of the aspects of sociology (family, criminal justice system, friends, religion, media, etc.) through the lens of 
finding out more about these murders. The students created a list of all of the things they needed to learn 
about in order to identify if these murders were the result of a serial killer, how these murders could go 
unsolved for so long, how victims can go unidentified for so many years, etc.  

As they began their research, Campbell encouraged them to go into the project with a goal in mind to work 
towards. After a few weeks, the students decided that they wanted to do something to try to identify the 
victims, help the families, bring attention to these crimes, and possibly even do something that would lead to 
solving the crime. The students decided they wanted to use a media campaign by getting every newspaper 
and television station that covers the areas where the victims were found to run stories on the murders on the 
same day. Then they wanted to work with law enforcement so that when the stories ran, there will be an 
agency able to field any possible tips that are generated and move forward with the investigation.  

The class soon realized that they would need specialists in the area of law enforcement to help them. They 
reached out to the Doenetwork and Todd Mathews of the Justice Department and the developer of NamUs, 
FBI field officials, and the TBI to provide assistance and information in reaching their ultimate goal of bringing 
attention to this long forgotten series of crimes in order to generate leads that could help bring closure to the 
victims’ families and justice to the unknown perpetrator.  

The students then decided the best way to bring attention to these victims, murders, and killer would be to 
have a press conference where all parties involved could work together. They also wanted to bring renewed 
attention to the six victims of the same killer by naming the unknown subject the Bible Belt Stranger. It was 
decided they should invite all of the media and the various law enforcement agencies involved. This led to a 
culminating event of their work, a press conference to be held at their own school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Overview of The Redhead Murders 

The "Redhead murders" are a series of unsolved homicides believed to have been committed by an 
unidentified serial killer in various parts of the United States, including Tennessee, Arkansas, Kentucky, 
Mississippi and Pennsylvania. It is presumed that the killings occurred between October 1978 and the 1980s, 
but they may have continued until 1992. The victims, many of whom have never been identified, usually had 
reddish hair and their bodies were abandoned along major highways in the United States; presumably, they 
were hitchhiking or engaged in prostitution. Authorities are unsure of how many people were responsible for 
these murders, if they were all performed by the same perpetrator(s), or how many victims there were. It is 
believed that most of the victims remain unidentified due to being estranged or not close with existing family 
members or may not have been native to the states in which that they were found. It is believed that a total of 
six to eleven victims were involved.  

Wetzel County victim- The body of a white female was found naked alongside Route 250 near Littleton, West 
Virginia in 1983. A pair of senior citizens reported that they thought the remains were a mannequin before 
discovering it was a human corpse. The body had been placed at the area recently, as the snow was on the 
ground and absent on the body. Tire tracks and footprints indicate she died at a different area and was 
transported to the location where she was found. It is presumed that she had died two days before. She had 
not been an apparent victim of sexual assault, although foul play may have been involved in her death. This 
woman's cause of death was not officially determined, but she is a possible victim, as she may have been 
suffocated or strangled. This woman was one of the older victims, as her age range was between 35 and 45. 
The woman's hair was auburn, which matched the criteria for the killer. Her height was estimated to be 
approximately five feet six inches and weight as 135 pounds. Her eyes were presumed to be brown, although 
decomposition made it difficult to accurately determine eye color. She had two distinct scars, including one 
found on her abdomen from a Caesarean section, indicating she had at least one child and another found on 
one of the index fingers. The woman's legs and underarms were shaven, indicating an attention to grooming 
not characteristic of a transient or hitchhiker. A man was seen near the area where the body was found and 
could have been involved with disposing of her body.  

Lisa Nichols- The body of 28-year-old Lisa Nichols was found on 16 September 1984 along Interstate 40 near 
West Memphis, Arkansas. She was a resident of West Virginia and authorities were not able to come into 
contact with family members for some time, indicating she was estranged from them, resulting in her 
remaining unidentified for nearly a year. Her body was not identified until June 1985, nine months after she 
was strangled and left wearing only a sweater. She was found along a highway and had strawberry-blond hair 
at the time of her demise. Her remains were identified by a couple from Florida, who had allowed her to stay 
with them for a period of time. Nichols may have been murdered after leaving a truck stop along the highway 
and may have attempted to hitchhike.  

Campbell County victim- In 1985, another victim was found near Jellico, Tennessee, in Campbell County on 
interstate 75. Although her murder occurred three days before, presumably on December 30, 1984, she was 
already in an advanced state of decomposition. Like the others, she was white and had short red hair, which 
was somewhat curly. She was likely between the ages of 17 and 25, although she may have been as old as 30 
at the time she was murdered. The victim was found clothed, with a tan pullover, a shirt and jeans. The Jane 
Doe had green or hazel eyes, which could not be positively confirmed as a certain color because of the state of 
her body. The young woman also had freckles, various scars and burn marks on her body and was two and a 
half to five months pregnant when murdered by an undisclosed method. She had no evidence of dental work, 
except for a partial denture holding two false teeth on her upper jaw. It is believed that she was between five 
feet one and five feet four inches when she died and was approximately 110 to 115 pounds. 

Cheatham County victim- The skeletonized body of a red-haired female was located on 31 March 1985 in 
Pleasant View, Cheatham County, Tennessee. She was believed to have died three to five months before, due 
to an unknown cause. Her remains were found at the side of a highway, interstate 24. Unlike some of the 
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other victims, she wore clothing: a shirt, sweater, pants and underwear. She was white, between five feet and 
five feet two inches tall with an inestimable weight. By examining her teeth, the victim had some evidence of 
crowding and overlapping of her teeth. This woman was believed to be between the ages of thirty-one and 
forty at the time of her death.  

Knox County victim- The body of a woman who had died by suffocation was found in a white Admiral 
refrigerator in Gray, Kentucky on 1 April 1985, alongside Route 25. The refrigerator had a decal of the words 
"Super Woman" on the front. The victim had been dead for a few days, and was nude except for two 
distinctive necklace pendants, one of a heart and the other of a gold-colored eagle, and two pairs of socks; 
one white, and the other white with green and yellow stripes. There were reports that the victim may have 
been soliciting a ride to North Carolina. Distinguishing features of the body included a scar and other marks on 
her abdomen, indicating that she had borne a child. Her eyes were light brown and her hair was red and 
nearly a foot long, which fit the pattern of the redhead killer. After her autopsy, she was determined to be 
between 24 and 35 years old and approximately 4 feet 9 to 4 feet 11 inches tall. It is also possible that she 
owned a pair of boots found near the refrigerator.  

Greene County victim- On 14 April 1985, a young white female's body was located in Greenville, Tennessee. 
She had died by severe blunt-force trauma and possibly a stab wound three to six weeks before and was an 
advanced state of decomposition. However, her fingerprints were possible to obtain, as well as her DNA and 
dental information. She had been approximately six to eight weeks pregnant shortly before she died, but had 
miscarried recently. She was estimated to be 14 to 25 years old and was five feet four inches to five feet 
six inches tall at a weight of 130 to 140 pounds. She had a slight overbite and had some fillings in her teeth, 
showing that she had dental care in life. She had also painted her fingernails pink.  

Other Possible Victims- There was a rash of victims killed and left beside major roads and interstates 
throughout the region surrounding Tennessee from the 1980’s through the early 2000’s. Many of these had 
similar characteristics to the 6 above.  Below is a partial list that many have mentioned as possibly related to 
the 6 core victims mentioned above.  

Rising Fawn Jane Doe, located in 1988 in Georgia was sexually assaulted, and had been strangled to death; she 
was between 16 and 25 years old. She had red hair, like the other victims and was found near interstate 59. 
Also suggested as possible victims included the female victim of the Pemiscot County Does, found in Arkansas 
in 1978, the Desoto County Jane Doe, found in 1985, the Pulaski County Jane Doe, found in 1985 in Arkansas, 
the Hawayr County Jane Doe (identified as Priscilla Ann Blevins), the Roane County Jane Doe, found in 1987, 
the Benton County Jane Doe, found in 1990, the Hebron Jane Doe, found in Ohio in 1990 and the Simpson 
County Jane Doe, found in Tennessee in 2001.  

There are reasons why these victims are not included with the 6 core victims at the top of the document. They 
all have serious issues with the MO and Signature of one killer. Factors like age, sex, race, distance from roads, 
method of death, how they were abducted, where they were abducted, etc. After researching through 
DoeNetwork, we feel that of all of the known Jane Doe cases, the first 6 victims are all that fit both MO and 
Signature of one killer.   

Because there has never been any delineation between the many Red Head Murder victims and the 6 victims 
that share the same MO and Signature listed above, it was decided to name the killer in order to separate 
these 6 related victims from the rest. We decided on the name, the Bible Belt Strangler, to both recognize the 
area in which he killed and the method of killing often used.  

 

 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Admiral_%28electrical_appliances%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gray,_Kentucky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knox_County,_Kentucky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenville,_Tennessee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greene_County,_Tennessee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miscarriage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rising_Fawn_Jane_Doe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rising_Fawn_Jane_Doe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rising_Fawn_Jane_Doe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rising_Fawn_Jane_Doe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rising_Fawn_Jane_Doe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pemiscot_County_Does
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desoto_County_Jane_Doe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebron_Jane_Doe


Bible Belt Strangler MO 

The unsub is most likely employed in the trucking industry and acquires his victims by encountering them at a 
truck stop, gas station, and rest areas along the route he travels as a truck driver. He comes into contact with 
them most often at night and gets the victims to go with him willingly into his truck under the guise of 
solicitation of prostitution, access to drugs, or providing a ride. Once inside the cab of the truck and hidden 
from sight, the unsub confronts the victim within a few minutes about his true intentions. He uses his hands to 
kill them with a close-up confrontation most likely facing the victim to kill them. He does not use restraints to 
control or bind his victim. He is confident in his ability to control and kill his victims through physical power 
and does not use other weapons.  

Victims are transient, drug addict, hitchhiker, prostitute types that are estranged from their families, are not 
living near their home/families, and have few friends or acquaintances to miss them when they are no longer 
around. These victims are also highly likely to have a criminal history often of some length including, drug 
crimes, solicitation, shoplifting, etc. These factors insure that they are rarely missed by friends or family, 
possibly their disappearance is not even reported to officials. If law enforcement is contacted, they often do 
not expend tremendous resources on these cases as there is little involvement with the families to urge the 
police to continue, and there are few leads as the victims are killed far from home (only one has even been 
identified offering few clues for which police can work). The fact that many will have extensive rap sheets and 
life styles may also lead others to believe that the victims are partially to blame for their demise. The offender 
knows this and realizes that little pressure will be brought to bear on him, because of these factors.  

The disposal of the victims’ bodies occurs along major highways and interstates throughout the mid-south. 
These sites are along his often traveled route as a truck driver where he feels comfortable. As a truck driver, 
stopping along a major road at night does not arouse suspicion, and his truck provides cover from the road as 
to his activities. He also chooses areas that are not well lit, have small population densities, and are more rural 
and remote to increase his chances of not being seen or caught. He uses natural barriers or previously placed 
objects to make it more difficult to find the victims without having to bring any tools or supplies with him to 
help conceal his victims.  The victims are all found completely or partially nude. This could be partly from the 
perceived involvement with the sex industry with most of the victims, however there is most likely also a 
personal psychological factor involved. The bodies are left where there is a high likelihood they will be found. 
This could be to provide a shock factor or statement to those who find the bodies, investigate the crimes, and 
follow it in the media. However, since some or all of the victims’ clothes are often missing he most likely keeps 
them for psychological gratification and/or to remove potentially incriminating evidence from the crime scene.  

The unsub is not caught because he does not arouse suspicion. He is most likely a non-descript “average Joe” 
type who does not draw attention to himself on the road and fits in well with other truck drivers at the places 
they frequent. He also rarely attracts attention at home because he only kills while away from family and 
friends. He possibly has some minor crimes in his history, but for the most part stays out of trouble and can 
hide his emotions. Even many of his family and acquaintances will be surprised that he could be responsible 
for such horrific deeds.  

 

 

 

 

 

  



Bible Belt Strangler Signature 

The level of injury to the victims is only enough to accomplish the control and death of the victim with no 
evidence of overkill present. He focuses on the head and neck region with his hands possibly because this 
brings him some sort of psychological satisfaction and probably also because it helps quiet and control the 
victims quickly as he is most likely killing in areas frequented by truckers and not in secluded areas or 
controlled crime scenes.  

He often picks a neutral site for abduction such as truck stops, gas stations, and rest areas. He travels from 
place to place through his job as a trucker, which also allows his access to the dump sites. He may hear of 
some of the women requesting rides on CB radios or at truck stops in person. The highway is where he feels 
comfortable and where he chooses to conduct his business of victim acquisition, murder, and disposal.  

The sequence of major events involves the luring of victims into his truck through solicitation of prostitution or 
offering a ride. He then gains control and kills the victims. He may unclothe the victims further and store the 
clothing. He will then look for a body disposal site either from memory or by an area that he comes across in 
his travels. He most likely wants to dump them some distance from where the victim was acquired to lessen 
the chance of him getting caught. He will most likely either dump them later the night that they are killed if 
possible or wait until the following night which allows some of the victims to be found great distances from 
where they were last seen.  

There are no body fluids or evidence of sexual assault, overkill, or object penetration. He does not perform sex 
acts with his victims either because that is not what sexually gratifies him, he considers it unpleasant, or it is 
impossible to do so as he has ample concealment and opportunity to do so.  

He does not like to use weapons, but prefers the up close personal death of his victims where they are facing 
him and he controls and kills them with only his hands.  

All of the victims were only partially clothed to virtually nude and no personal items are found with them such 
as purses, luggage, or bags. He most likely keeps some of these items, but not all as several victims were found 
with some of their clothes or jewelry with them.  

He targets white female victims that at the time of their death have red or reddish hair. These victims will not 
be quickly missed or reported because of their estrangement from their families, criminal history, drug 
addiction, possibly mental instability, and involvement with sex trade or transient life style. They are late teen 
to possibly mid 40’s in age and weigh between 110 to 150 pounds.  

There will be no objects, notes, or artwork left at the crime scenes. He does not wish to communicate with the 
police, media, or victims’ families. He most likely never revisits the crime scene unless it is occasionally just 
driving by the area because of his job which probably brings some degree of excitement or satisfaction but he 
will not have any more contact with the bodies.  

 

 

 

 

  



Victim Timeline 

Sometime previous to the interaction with the unsub, the women become estranged from their families. This 
leads to them living in areas remote from their homes. The victims become involved with a transient lifestyle, 
drug addiction, or prostitution either as a result of the separation from their family or maybe before, helping 
to cause the separation.  

As they become transient, they either begin to look for money to support themselves and/or their possible 
drug habit by often resorting to prostitution. If they are not involved with prostitution, they will be looking for 
rides through hitchhiking along the major trucking thoroughfares frequenting truck stops, rest areas, and gas 
stations.  

The victims become involved with the unsub either from their interaction as a prostitute, through the desire to 
acquire a ride, or possibly the desire for access to drugs. 

The unsub will lure the victim into his truck through the offer of solicitation or a ride arousing little suspicion 
to his true motive.  

Once inside of the truck the murder most likely takes place within a few minutes. From the seclusion of the 
high truck cab often parked in dark parking lots, he is able to overpower the victim with his bare hands and 
brute strength.  

The clothes are either removed from the victim post mortem or possibly before the death. At least some of 
the clothes are kept by the unsub. 

The bodies will then be transported inside the truck until the unsub finds a suitable place to dump the body 
either later that night or within the next couple of nights (with most being by the following night).  The bodies 
are placed a short distance from the highway or interstate and not covered or buried but many times near an 
existing physical feature of the geography. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Offender Timeline 

The offender begins his journey by traveling long distances over highways and interstates most likely because 
of his job as a trucker.  

This leads to his interaction with people and places that truckers become familiar: truck stops, gas stations, 
rest areas, prostitutes, short order cooks, hitch hikers, etc.  

As he travels, he becomes more familiar with prostitutes and most likely becomes agitated with their 
existence, especially those with red hair.  

At truck stops, gas stations, rest areas, etc., he will most likely lure the victims into his truck with the promise 
of a ride or solicitation of prostitution.  

Once inside the truck, with a measure of seclusion, he will most likely kill them within the first few minutes. He 
will either remove clothes from the victim before or after their death keeping many of them.  

He will then make sure the victim will not be easily seen (in the floor board, behind the seat, in the sleeper, 
possibly in the trailer, or under a cover) until their bodies can be disposed of. 

He will only keep the body long enough to find an appropriate disposal area. He chooses places that are near 
interstates and major highways with easy access and pull offs for trucks that can easily be blocked from road 
view by his semi-truck and trailer.  

He carries the bodies to the dump site most likely at night and quickly goes back to his truck and leaves the 
area. He will continue on his prescribed route. He will not return to the crime scene, but will most likely pass 
by them many times during the course of his future truck routes. This may bring a sense of satisfaction to the 
suspect.  

 

 

 


